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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 9-16, 18-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
El-Rafie (US Patent # 6, 968,394). 

Regarding claim 1, El-Rafie teaches a system for exchanging media content 
(Figs. 1-4 and 17), comprising: a communications device (Terminal device 2 
of Fig. 1 operatively coupled to a network (12/13) and to an antenna (satellite 
receive antenna 23 of Fig.1), the communications device (2) providing two- 
way communications (line connecting element 10 to element 12 of Fig. 1 is a 
two-way communications) with the network (12/13) and providing one-way 
communications( 17/18 is a one-way communication) with the antenna 
(satellite receive antenna 23 of Fig.1) , wherein the communications device (2) 
can receive media content from the antenna (column 8, lines 36-42), wherein 
the communications device can send the media content to the network, and 
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wherein the communications device can receive the media content from the 
network (column 8, lines 27-39) . 

Regarding claim 2, El-Rafie further teaches that the antenna comprises 
a dish antenna (satellite receive antenna 23 of Fig. 3 is a dish antenna). 

Regarding claim 3, El-Rafie further teaches that the communications 
device comprises a software platform that can provide networking functionality 
(element 1 1 of Fig. 3 is a networking functionality). 

Regarding claim 4, El-Rafie further teaches that the communications 
device comprises a software platform that can provide management and 
security (column 6, lines 14-20). 

Regarding claim 5, EL-Rafie further teaches that the communications 
device is adapted to provide, a temporary storage capability (storage Hard 
Disk/DVD element of Fig. 3). 

Regarding claim 6, El-Rafie teaches that the network comprises a 
telephony network (column 4, lines 1-15). 

Regarding claim 7, EL-Rafie further teaches that the network comprises 
an Internet infrastructure (element 21 Figure 3 is an Internet infrastructure). 

Regarding claim 8, El-Rafie teaches further teaches that the Internet 
infrastructure is coupled to a telephone network (column 4, lines 1-15) and 
wherein the communications device provides two-way communications with 
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telephony network (connection between element 10 and the PSTN in Figure 1 
is two-way communications). 

Regarding claim claim 9, El-Rafie teaches that the network comprises a 
telephony network (12, Fig.1), a telephony network headend and satellite 
system headend (column 4, lines 1-11), wherein the communications device 
provides two-way communications (line connecting element 10 to element 12 
of Fig.1 is a two-way connection) with the telephony network headend via the 
telephony network, (column 4,lines 1-10), and wherein the communications 
device provides two-way communications with the satellite system headend 
via the telephony network (column 4, lines 1-11). 

Regarding claim 10, El-Raffie teaches wherein the communications 
device can request the media content from the satellite system headend via 
the telephony network (column 4, lines 1-11), and wherein the 
communications device receives the requested media content via the antenna 
(column 8, lines 36-42). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , El-Rafie teaches that the communications device 
receives acknowledge information relating to the media content request from 
the satellite system headend via the telephony network (column 4,lines 1-11). 

Regarding claim 12 El-Rafie teaches wherein at least one of the 
telephony network headend and the satellite system headend comprises a 
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modem (10) that supports a modulator (column 13, lines 35-51). 

Regarding claim 13, El-Rafie teaches that the communications device 
receives a broadcast media guide from the satellite system headend (column 
4, lines 1-11) wherein the communications device receives a personal media 
guide from the telephony network headend and wherein the communications 
device generates a unified media guide by processing the received broadcast 
media guide and the received personal media guide (column 25, lines 44-58). 

Regarding claim 14, El-Rafie teaches that the telephony network headend 
receives a broadcast media guide from the satellite system headend, 
wherein telephony network headend receives a personal media guide from 
the communications device(column 4, lines 1-11), and wherein telephony 
network headend generates a unified media guide by processing the received 
broadcast media guide and the received personal media guide (column 25, 
lines 44-58). 

Regarding claim 15, El-Rafie further teaches that the telephony network 
headend sends the unified media guide to the communications device 
(column 25, lines 44-58). 

Regardind claim 16, EL-Rafie further teaches that the telephony 
network headend is a digital subscriber line (DSL) headend (the claimed 
digital subscriber line DSL headend is inherent in Asymmetric Internet access 
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system of Fig. 17). 

Regarding claim 18, EL-Rafie further teaches that a second 
communications device (5) coupled to the network (21 ), the second 
communications device providing two-way communications with the network 
(element 5 providing two-way communications with element 21), wherein the 
second communications device can send the media content to the 
communications device via the network, and wherein the second 
communications can receive the media content from communications device 
via the network (column 8, lines 27-39). 

Regarding claim 19, EL-Rafie further teaches that the communications 
device is disposed at a first location, and wherein the second communications 
device is disposed in a second location (Terminal device is disposed at a first 
location and Internet Host is disposed in a second location). 

Regarding claim 20, EL-Rafie further teaches that the communications 
device is disposed in a first home environment, and wherein the second 
communications device (5) is disposed in a second home environment (1 1 , 
Fig 3). 

Regarding claim 21 , El-Rafie further teaches that the second 
communications device is coupled to the network via a headend (column 4, 
lines 1-11). 
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Regarding claim 22, El-Rafie further teaches a media server (7, Fig. 3) 
coupled to the network,(12/13),wherein the communications device can 
receive the media content from the media server via the network (column 8, 
lines 27-39). 

Regarding claim 23, Puente teaches a method for exchanging media 
content (Figures 1-4 and 17) comprising: adapting to provide two-way 
communications (line connecting element 10 to element 12 of Fig. 1 is a two- 
way connection) with a device to provide one-way communications (17/18) 
with an receiving, by the communications device, media content from the 
antenna (column 8, lines 36-42); receiving, by the communications device, the 
media content from the network (column 8, lines 27-41); and sending, by the 
communications device, the media content to the network. (column 8, lines 27- 
39). 

Regarding claim 24, Puente teaches requesting, by the communications 
device, the media content from a satellite headend that is part of the network 
(column 13, lines 35-51). 

Regarding claim 25, El-Rafie further teaches receiving, by the 
communications device, a personal media guide from a telephony network 
headend that is part of the network (column 4,lines 1-11); receiving, by the 
communications device, a broadcast media guide from a satellite headend 
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that is part of the network (column 25,lines 1-11); and generating, by the 
communications device, a unified media guide based on at least the received 
personal media guide and the received broadcast media guide (column 25, 
lines 31-52). 

Regarding claim 26, EL-Rafie further teaches receiving, by a telephony 
network headend that is part of the network, a personal media guide from the 
communications device (column 4,lines 1-11); receiving, by the telephony 
network headend, a broadcast media guide from a satellite headend that is 
part of the network (column 4, lines 31-50); and generating, by the telephony 

network headend, a unified media guide based on at least the received 
personal media guide and the received broadcast media guide (column 25, 
lines 31-52). 

Regarding claim 27 El-Rafie further teaches sending the unified media 
guide to the communications device (column 25, lines 44-58). 

Regarding claim 28, El-Rafie further teaches sending, by the 
communications device, the received media content to another 
communications device coupled to the network (column 25, lines 44-58). 

Regarding claim 29, El-Rafie further teaches receiving, by the 
communications device, the media content from another communications 
device coupled to the network (column 25, lines 44-58). 



Application/Control Number: 10/674,671 



Art Unit: 2616 



Page 9 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over El-Rafie 
(US Patent # 6,968,394) in view of Rakib et al. (US Patent # 6,889,385). 

Regarding claim 17, El-Rafie teaches a system for exchanging media content 
(Fig. 1-4 and 17). What El-Rafie fails to disclose is where the telephony network 
comprises a DSL infrastructure, and wherein the communications device provides two- 
way communications with the DSL headend via a DSL modem and the DSL 
infrastructure. However, Rakib reference figure 3 discloses where the telephony 
network comprises a DSL infrastructure, and wherein the communications device 
provides two-way communications with the DSL headend via a DSL modem and the 
DSL infrastructure (column 20, lines 15-25 and column 20, lines 26-52). Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify the teachings of El-Rafie to include the feature where the telephony 
network comprises a DSL infrastructure, and wherein the communications device 
provides two-way communications with the DSL headend via a DSL modem and the 
DSL infrastructure such as the one taught by El-Rafie with motivation being that it 
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provides video-on-demand service over cable TV systems as well as delivery of 
wideband internet and T1 telephony access over cable systems to end users. 



3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alexander Boakye whose telephone number is (571) 

272- 3183. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 8:30am to 6:00pm. If 
attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chi Pham, can be reached on (571) 272-3179. The Fax number is (571) 

273- 8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or PUBLIC PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Any 
inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Electronic Business Center (EBC) numbers at 866-217- 
9197 and 703-305-3028. 
Alexander Boakye 
Patent Exajniner 



Conclusion 




